


Substantive Change Documentation of Compliance with SACSCOC Policy Statement 
“Agreements Involving Joint and Dual Academic Awards: Polies and Procedures” 

 
 
Name of institution: Sam Houston State University 
 
Statement of Intent:  
As communicated in its letter of notification dated April 10, 2015, Sam Houston State University 
(SHSU) notifies the SACSCOC of an agreement to grant a dual academic award of the 
Bachelor of Science Degree with a Major in Computer Software Engineering Technology with 
Firat University in Elazig, Turkey and provides the following documentation of policy compliance 
for dual degree awards. 
 
Starting date: Fall 2015 
 
Brief Description of Agreement: 
Effective with the fall 2015 semester, SHSU will enter into a dual degree program agreement 
with Firat University in Elazig, Turkey.  The dual degree program will allow undergraduate 
students majoring in Software Engineering at Firat University and Computer Software 
Engineering Technology at SHSU to receive dual degrees: one from Firat University and one 
from SHSU.  
  
Students participating in the dual degree program will receive the initial two years of instruction 
from Firat University with transfer evaluation conducted to transfer this coursework to SHSU.  
The dual degree students will then receive their final two years of instruction at SHSU, subject 
to all SHSU admission and degree requirements.   A detailed substantive change prospectus 
and a copy of the signed agreement will follow under separate cover. 
 
Address and Contact Information: 
Prof. Dr. Asaf Varol 
Department Chair, Software Engineering 
College of Technology  
Firat University,  
23119 Elazig 
Turkey 
 

 
Dr. John Pascarella 
Dean, College of Sciences 
Sam Houston State University 
1900 Avenue I/Box 2209 
Huntsville, TX 77341 
936-294-1401 
Jbp014@shsu.edu 

 
Copy of Signed Agreement (see enclosed) 
The enclosed dual degree agreement between Sam Houston State University and Firat 
University was originally signed in May, 2011.  After its initial signing, the project was 
placed on hold while curricular matters (i.e., transfer articulation, degree requirements, 
etc.) were discusses and refined.  Since that time, SHSU has worked closely with Firat 
University on these matters.  The finalized curriculum is reflected within this substantive 
change document, with an updated agreement scheduled to be signed in 2016.    
 
The enclosed dual degree agreement between Sam Houston State University and Firat 
University references the intention to offer both the Bachelor of Science degree in 
Software Engineering (since renamed to Computer Software Engineering Technology) 
and the Bachelor of Science degree in Digital Forensics at SHSU.   At this time, SHSU 
prepares to implement only the dual degree program in Computer Software Engineering 














































































